
 ActionIn 
•Free Pregnancy Testing, Referrals & Resources
•Limited Obstetric Ultrasound
•Factual Information On All Your Options

•Abortion Recovery Support - confidential help and healing 
for those suffering from the effects of a past abortion 
decision

•XES: Abstinence Education - teaching the positive option of 
abstinence before marriage through presentations or 
individual discussions

•Mother’s Club - weekly support group for moms         
(infant & preschool childcare provided)

•Earn While You Learn - coaching parents through a variety 
of topics designed to help them achieve their goals while 
they earn baby and children’s clothing, diapers, formula, and 
other necessities in the Family Store

•Couples Coaching - for men & women married or in a 
relationship providing practical parenting help while 
strengthening their relationship

•Encouraging men & dads to make positive choices, set 
goals, and achieve success as family leaders 
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Proverbs 3:5-6 - “Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.”

As you will see elsewhere in this newsletter, several expansions are beginning to take shape at RETA.  We can clearly see God 
directing, and we are following His lead one step at a time. 

Getting to this point of clarity over the last two years has been far from easy.  Proverbs 3:5-6 has been especially applicable for us at RETA, 
and although the path He is leading us on now seems straight, the challenges and heartbreak we have experienced together were unex-
pected and so very hard.   We know that this side of heaven there is often no answer to why God allows hard things to happen so we ask 
ourselves, do we trust in the Lord or do we not?  The answer is YES; we DO trust Him.  We absolutely know we can’t lean on our own under-
standing.   

Since our center became medical and mobile in 2015, we have been providing the opportunity for moms and dads to see their unborn 
child’s heartbeat through �rst trimester ultrasounds.  It’s an opportunity to show their child’s life to those who may be considering an abor-
tion for an unplanned pregnancy and to those eagerly anticipating the birth of their child.  What has also happened in the midst of provid-
ing this additional service is experiencing the sadness for moms and dads when our ultrasound begins the process of con�rming their 
baby’s heart has stopped beating.  This, of course, is devastating for parents who have planned for their child and it’s hard for our nurses who 
are with them during this di�cult turn of events. 

In the past two years, we’ve also experienced the loss of several eagerly anticipated babies amongst our RETA family - two miscarriages and, 
as you read in our last newsletter, the loss of Angie and Rod Tackett’s daughter, Aviden, at 38 weeks.  RETA’s foundation is about protecting 
the precious lives of the unborn, and the last two years have cemented that purpose in all of our minds like never before.  As I mentioned in 
the winter newsletter, we are moving toward implementing a more structured support for those experiencing this type of loss.

In God’s in�nite wisdom, He knew that RETA would be at this place at this time, and it is no accident that we had already been considering 
changing the name of our Abortion Recovery Support program.  It will now be called Pregnancy Loss Support, and Tonya will be the Preg-
nancy Loss Support Coordinator.  God also knew when Tonya herself experienced life changing loss many years ago (see her testimony in 
the spring newsletter) that He would use her pain to help others in this place and at this time.  Look for this expansion to go into e�ect the 
�rst quarter of 2018 as we seek to help those hurting from a past abortion decision as well as those hurting from losing their baby through 
miscarriage or stillbirth. God also knew that Rod would come on sta� at RETA in July as RETA’s new Advancement Director, using his gifts to 
increase awareness of RETA and honor the life of his and Angie’s daughter, Aviden Caris Tackett.  

We will continue to trust the Lord and lean not on our own understanding.  We will acknowledge Him, and He will make our paths straight.  
It’s a wonderful thing to know Him and to serve Him with you.

Gratefully,
Roxana

Mother’s Club Picnic photo

MOTHER’S CLUB RESTARTS UNDER NEW LEADERSHIP

You may remember that in our May newsletter we shared that Connie Grove, our longtime volunteer Mothers’ Club Coordinator, was retiring from that 
important ministry. We are thankful to announce that we believe the Lord has provided the next coordinator, Brandi Newman. For more on Brandi, 
read her self-written introduction below.

I am excited to say that I will now be serving as leader for the Mother's Club group that meets at Belmont Mennonite Church on Thursday morn-
ings. As a mother that has attended Mother's Club for the past 12 years, I am excited for 
this new journey. I have been married to Jason for 14 years. Jason supports me in my 
volunteering journey with RETA and shares my excitement for this new experience. We 
have 9 children; 6 boys and 3 girls, and they range in age from 22 years down to 1 year. 

Being a parent has been the biggest blessing God has ever 
given me.
As we go through this journey of parenthood, God is always 
right by my side to keep the crazy times calm and give us 
strength in the stressful times. As a parent we know the times 
can get very stressful so as we start this year of Mother's 
Club, I hope to have a place where mothers can come and 
talk to each other; know they are not alone; provide support 

for each other in this crazy world; and always reassure them that God has their back. Even 
in the most stressful times or when they don’t know what is to become of their situation next, God already knows and has the plan worked out. We 
have many speakers lined up to give the mothers advice and the information they may need now and in the future. We have other days planned 
to give moms the skills of cooking or doing crafts and also getting them out in the community and volunteering. Moms from all walks of life come 
to us, and we accept them no matter what they have struggled with in the past or may struggle with in the future. We become a support system 
and some get close enough to feel like family. We want all mothers to feel welcomed, loved and to know God.

Brandi Newman

If you are a woman or man who chose abortion
in your past and are ready for healing and freedom, please contact Tonya at tonya@retaforlife.com or 
Je� at je�@retaforlife.com.  They o�er con�dential help and are waiting to talk to you!

Family Store needs:
 We are able to provide items in our Family Store because of so many generous donors.  New clients 
are always pleasantly surprised at the quality and variety of items available.  

At  RETA, You are reason enough to act!
RETA is a faith based, pregnancy and family resource center that provides con�dential help by 

appointment, Monday through Friday.  
We are located in downtown Elkhart, Indiana and all of our services are free of charge. 

 We provide services and help for those facing an unplanned pregnancy, for new parents, for men 
who want to make a better life and/or learn to be better dads, and women who want to become 

better moms.

PHONE:  574-522-3888
EMAIL:  reta@retaforlife.com
ON THE WEB:  www.retaforlife.com
ADDRESS:  300 W. High St. Elkhart, IN 46516

ONLINE DONATIONS:
PayPal:  2.2% fee on our website at www.retaforlife.com
All PayPal donations incur a fee that will be deducted from the amount of your donation (the fee 
amounts di�er upon the method of donation, ie: swiped versus website button versus manually 
keyed in over the phone).  To prevent these fee deductions, recurring donations can be set up 
through RETA, contact the o�ce for details.  

MISSION STATEMENT:

To provide life-a�rming services, building Christ-centered families.

pull-upshousehold
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Ride 4 A Reason
Engines roared as the FC Brothers Motorcycle Club led a pack of 
seventy participants out of Grace Community Church on the crisp, fall 
morning of September 9 for RETA’s Ride 4 A Reason. Riders of all 
ages came out to support RETA and enjoy a beautiful ride around 
Elkhart County.

After completing the seventy-mile lap, riders were treated to a deli-
cious pulled pork lunch, ice 
cream from Twisted Cow and 
some great music from Fort 
Wayne band, Waiting for 
Ravens. RETA Nurse, Melody, 
was at the ride giving tours of 
our mobile unit. The attendees 
were excited about the door 
prizes as well, with giveaways 
including a television, impact 
driver, gift cards and tattoo artwork.

Thanks to all of our sponsors and riders who supported RETA in a big 
way, helping us to raise more than $7,700 to provide services to the 
moms and dads we come alongside! A special thank you goes to Ted 
Rondeau and the FC Brothers MC, Grace Community Church, First 
Baptist Goshen, the Ride committee and all of our volunteers who 
made the day awesome!

Golf Outing
Fog danced over the hills and the sun 
peaked through the purple morning sky 
at Meadow Valley Golf Club, while 
staff and volunteers prepared for 
RETA’s 11th Annual Golf Outing. After 
last year’s Golf Outing was rained out, 
we were praying for better weather this time around. Needless to say, when 
the sun rose and the morning fog lifted, God provided a beautiful, blue, 
cloudless sky and warm weather to enjoy an entertaining round of golf.

After the call to start, 72 golf carts scurried to the green. The event, which 
had more than 140 golfers in attendance, was a blast. Golfers of all skill 
levels and ages drove, putted and divot-ed their way through 18 holes, 
while helping raise more than $36,000 for RETA. After the round, golfers 
enjoyed lunch, door prizes and learned about RETA from our Executive 
Director, Roxana.

Thank you to all the sponsors, golfers, the 
RETA golf committee and volunteers who 
made the day possible. A special thank 
you goes to Bonnie Freshour, a tiny but 
mighty woman with a great passion for 
RETA’s mission, who helped chair and 
organize the event.

GUY STUFF 
BUT LADIES SHOULD READ THIS, TOO

Because we have an eternal, Biblical perspective, we can be 
ambassadors for Christ in our community. This is important to 
remember as we consider our unique opportunity to chal-
lenge, mentor, listen to and offer positive input to men and 
dads in our area. We have found that the relationship we 
build with clients may be the only way faith shows up in their 
lives. Some guys who come to RETA need to find motivation to 
get a job. Other men and couples need help with communica-
tion and conflict resolution. Some need practical tips and a 
little encouragement. Pray that they would apply what they 
learn, develop discipline and maturity and become godly 
men.  We are excited that this fall a group of men are meet-
ing for healing from an abortion experience. The redemptive 
work that is being done in hearts and lives is regaining 
ground that was previously lost, and it is a spiritual battle. 
Pray for Jeff and the group as the Lord speaks and brings 
freedom.

Doyle is a single father who was recently granted full custo-
dy of his son and daughter. He works full time, and in addition 
to meeting with Jeff for Men’s Coaching, he is completing 
other obligations related to past choices. Doyle and his chil-
dren are all full of energy, and he always has a story to tell 
with enthusiasm and a positive attitude. He is committed to his 
kids and to making 
changes in his life, 
and his diligence 
and his willingness 
to meet challenges 
with courage are 
obvious. Pray for 
wisdom and good 
health for Doyle 
and the kids as he 
works at being a good dad and providing a good home. 

HOME RUNS FOR RETA

Trinity Lutheran Church is a 
faithful supporter of our minis-
try, and this summer, they had 
a little more fun than usual 
doing so. Ty Miller, coach of 
the men’s softball team, felt 
inspired to pray and seek 
ways for them to do more than 
just play a game. He chal-
lenged church members and 
others to make pledges to 

support RETA, based on home runs the players hit during the games, and people 
generously responded. Some pledged a little and some a lot, and some even 
gave a lump sum so they could participate in the effort. Ultimately they gave 
$MONEY to RETA! We are so thankful for the guys who hit home runs and for 
those who donated. Below is one of the stories posted on Coach Miller’s blog 
this season.
“This past Friday I had a gentleman (will remain nameless) ask what this whole 
thing was about. I explained what we were doing and who it all was going to, 
RETA. He then asked, "Who/what is RETA?"
I went into everything they do, but when I got to their post-abortion Bible study 
they offer for women coping with the decision to abort a life, his eyes changed 
and I could tell that hit him.
He then shared with me how a relative of his has dropped out of college and has 
slipped into heavy depression due to that very decision and no one has been 
able to help...his eyes watered as he shared the quick story with me. I told him 
they are in downtown Elkhart and their door is always open; and I would keep 
her in my prayers.
While no reminder was needed as to why God has us doing this, it was like God 
was just letting us know HIS WORK IS BEING DONE! If we (by God's hand) 
accomplish nothing outside of possibly helping this young lady with this whole 
campaign, I chalk it up as a HUGE success!”

SAVE THE DATE
Thursday, March 8, 2018

Northern Indiana Event Center

21565 Executive Parkway Elkhart, IN 46514

God provided for RETA in ways we could’ve never imagined during 
last year’s Celebrating Life Benefit Dinner. Abby Johnson, a former 
Planned Parenthood director, delivered a powerful, humorous and 
frank keynote during the event (which drew more than 850 attend-
ees) about how God transformed her and why she now stands for 
life.

With deep ties to our community, we 
are excited to announce Davey 
Blackburn will be speaking at this 
year’s Celebrating Life Benefit 
Dinner, which will be held at the 
Northern Indiana Event Center on                              
Thursday, March 8, 2018, starting at 
6:30 p.m.

Davey is the founding and lead 
pastor of Resonate Church in India-
napolis, IN. He is passionate about 
seeing people meet Jesus and helping them discover their God-given 
purpose in life. In November 2015, his wife of seven years, Amanda 
Grace, was pregnant with their second child when she was tragically 
killed. Since that day, Davey has been 
determined to help people through their valleys in life and teach them 
that when following Jesus, nothing is wasted.

Registration for the Celebrating Life Benefit Dinner will open           
January 8, 2018. You can register over the phone at 
574-522-3888 or online at www.retaforlife.com/dinner.

Seating is limited.  We will take reservations until we reach our 
maximum capacity or by February 21, 2018.  

Tables of eight $240 or $30 per person

Program and dinner will begin at 6:30pm with doors opening 
at 5:30pm.  

Dr. Stankenfein

Deadly Virus
and the

TRAPPED FOR FUN
 &

 A GOOD CAUSE

The Escape Room experience is coming to RETA again this fall! 
This fun, team-building event can be enjoyed by a group of 
friends or a family. As a fundraiser for RETA, admission is $15 
per person. Escape Room dates will be November 10-12, and 
sign-up details will be on our Facebook page in October. 
Below is a preview of what to expect:

Dr. Stankenfein intended to take over the entire Michiana area 
by releasing a deadly virus, but has been apprehended by the 
FBI. Your group will pose as a team of experts from the Center 
for Disease Control and attempt to recover the antidote from a 
local high school classroom, which Dr. Stankenfein had been 
using as cover for his nefarious activities! But hurry, the first 
victims are interned at Elkhart General Hospital, and the doc-
tors tell us they only have about an hour left to save them.

NEW STAFF & BOARD MEMBER 

Did you know that this summer, we doubled the 
number of men on staff? We are excited to wel-
come Advancement Director, Rod Tackett! Rod 
started work in July and jumped right into ongo-
ing projects—our booth at the fair, the Golf 
Outing and RETA's Ride 4 A Reason. Rod joins 
his wife Angie on staff. The two have been mar-
ried since 2009 and are doing well focusing on their jobs 
instead of each other (so far). He most recently served as a 
Communications Specialist on the Mission Advancement team 
at ADEC. Watch for more from Rod in this issue as well as future 
publications and social media posts.

We are also happy to welcome Carla Biro to our Board of 
Directors. She is the Early Childhood Coordina-
tor for Gr8t Beginnings in Elkhart County. Carla 
works with businesses, government agencies, 
community partners, and nonprofits in an effort 
to increase awareness of issues that directly 
affect Early Childhood Education. She has a 
great heart for our ministry and we are grateful 
that she will be sharing her time and gifts as a key 
part of our leadership.

Newsletter Upgrades
RETA’s newsletter is getting some upgrades in January! Our print newsletter, 
which is mailed out quarterly, is changing in form and function. It will still show-
case our top stories from the quarter, featuring client testimonies and program 
updates, while also helping you know how you can become more involved with 
RETA in meaningful ways. In creating a smaller mailing piece to be better stewards 
of the resources God has given us, we also want to make sure our readers are 
in-the-know. That’s why in January we’re also creating a monthly e-newsletter 
through a service called MailChimp. 

You’ll be able to sign up for our new monthly newsletter 
starting in November through the RETA website at www.re-
taforlife.com, through a link on our Facebook page or by 
emailing Rod at rod@retaforlife.com and letting him know 
you’d like to be on our e-newsletter list.

Fair
It was a bright and busy year for RETA at the Elkhart County 4-H Fair. We 
were situated in two prime locations, showing off our new display on a corner 
spot in Exhibit Building F. With popsicles in hand, we were ready to chat with 
the hundreds of fair visitors who stopped by our booth to learn about RETA’s 
services and how they could get involved.

On the way to the grand stand, fair goers toured RETA’s ICU Mobile unit. Our 
nurses were on the mobile unit for three days during the fair to provide preg-
nancy tests and ultrasounds. A young woman stopped to share, “The ultra-
sound I got at RETA – my eight-week ultrasound – was my favorite, the best 
one I got. It was the clearest.”

Our hope during the fair, as it is every day, is to continue to come alongside 
expectant moms and dads to help them see the gift of life in a very real way. 
We want to give a special thank you to all the volunteers who helped spread 
the word about RETA at the fair!


