
•Free Pregnancy Testing, Referrals & Resources
•Limited Obstetric Ultrasound
•Factual Information On All Your Options

•Abortion Recovery Support - confidential help and healing 
for those suffering from the effects of a past abortion 
decision

•XES: Abstinence Education - teaching the positive option of 
abstinence before marriage through presentations or 
individual discussions

•Mother’s Club - weekly support group for moms         
(infant & preschool childcare provided)

•Earn While You Learn - coaching parents through a variety 
of topics designed to help them achieve their goals while 
they earn baby and children’s clothing, diapers, formula, and 
other necessities in the Family Store

•Couples Coaching - for men & women married or in a 
relationship providing practical parenting help while 
strengthening their relationship

•Encouraging men & dads to make positive choices, set 
goals, and achieve success as family leaders 

If you are a woman or man who chose abortion
in your past and are ready for healing and freedom, please contact Tonya at tonya@retaforlife.com or 
Je� at je�@retaforlife.com.  They o�er con�dential help and are waiting to talk to you!

Family Store needs:
 Because of a generous donation, we started to remodel our Family Store in September. 
The work is being done by Priority One Construction.  Because of the renovation, if you 
have a large item or many items to donate, we suggest you either be generous with 
another organization or simply wait until February to bring it to RETA.
  

At  RETA, You are reason enough to act!
RETA is a faith based, pregnancy and family resource center that provides con�dential help by 

appointment, Monday through Friday.  
We are located in downtown Elkhart, Indiana and all of our services are free of charge. 

 We provide services and help for those facing an unplanned pregnancy, for new parents, for men 
who want to make a better life and/or learn to be better dads, and women who want to become 

better moms.

PHONE:  574-522-3888
EMAIL:  reta@retaforlife.com
ON THE WEB:  www.retaforlife.com
ADDRESS:  300 W. High St. Elkhart, IN 46516

ONLINE DONATIONS:
PayPal:  2.2% fee on our website at www.retaforlife.com
All PayPal donations incur a fee that will be deducted from the amount of your donation (the fee 
amounts di�er upon the method of donation, ie: swiped versus website button versus manually 
keyed in over the phone).  To prevent these fee deductions, recurring donations can be set up 
through RETA, contact the o�ce for details.  

MISSION STATEMENT:

To provide life-a�rming services, building Christ-centered families.

 ActionIn 

Purchase your seats by 
March 4th, 

$25.00 Per Person
Reservations at 

www.retaforlife.com

(For more details read “Celebrating Life ” p. 1)

Come hear former abortion provider, Dr. Anthony Levatino,
share how he had a change of heart and became a vocal advocate for life!

RV/MH Hall Of Fame
21565 Executive Parkway Elkhart, IN 46514

March,9th 2017
THURSDAY

featuring: Abby Johnson 

Read further for more details
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 How can my son be 30 years old when I am only 26? Actu-
ally I’m 59, soon to be 60 but I feel more like 26 in my 
mind. I truly don’t know where the time goes and I’m 
sure most of you agree. How can RETA be celebrating 32 

years already this January? It seems impossible, and yet 
possible when I look back and see how much God has done 

in those years.

 I’m currently cleaning out �les both at home and in my o�ce, and 
what a trip through time it has been! It’s fun to be reminded of all the 
experiences of which God has allowed me to be a part.  It is so very 
encouraging to see how He has brought us through challenges only to 
show in the end that He absolutely can bring good out of what the enemy 
intends for bad. This has proven to be true both personally and at RETA 
and I am so thankful! 

 During my cleaning, I came across an old �le of RETA     newslet-
ters. The July 2002 newsletter had the heading:   “Seasons of Change at 
RETA.” It seems that every year brings change at RETA, and although there 
are adjustments and challenges, I can safely say that changes are 99.9% 
good.  

As always, RETA had some changes in 2016: 
~Melody Ellis was hired in April as our second nurse and was fully trained 
in Limited Obstetrical Ultrasound. 
~A �fth location was added to the schedule rotation for the mobile, now 
serving the north side of Elkhart on Mondays. 
~A four-day retreat format was o�ered for women who regret their abor-
tion along with the 14-week con�dential study that is usually o�ered at 
least twice a year. 
~Because of a very generous donation, the Family Store in our basement 
level was completely remodeled with new walls, �ooring, ceilings, lights 
and shelving! (Look for before and after photos in our next newsletter.)
  ~A third annual fundraiser was added in September—our �rst “Ride for a 
Reason” motorcycle event brought in nearly $9,000.00!

 Each year starting in September, our sta� begins to look at what 
goals we will set for the next year. There are things we feel we are doing 
well, things we could improve on or change, and new ideas to implement. 
These goals are posted in a prominent place in the o�ce so that they are 
in front of us during the year. 

A few goals on our list for 2017: 
~After completing more research, we will begin o�ering STD/STI testing 
on the mobile. 
~Our medical team will implement a system of support for those experi-
encing pregnancy loss and miscarriage, which will include an immediate 
gift and ongoing support if desired. 
~We are looking at structuring ongoing one-on-one mentoring that will 
expand beyond a person’s involvement in our services. We know the 
bene�t of long term and consistent relationships and the positive impact 
that brings, yet we also know that this need cannot be met by just a few 
dedicated sta� or volunteers. 
~This year, we want to pursue a more strategic approach to marketing 
RETA to the community. Too many people still don’t know us so our 
purpose is twofold. First, we need to reach those who need our services 
and secondly, we need to reach those who will help support the mission 
of RETA for the next 32 years. The “millennials” (ages 18-35) are a genera-
tion which includes our average age client (19-24) as well as those who 
will help secure the foundation of RETA and encourage its growth in years 
to come. We hope to increase awareness certainly in all age groups but 
also focus on “millennials.”

 So as we begin 2017, we look forward to more changes and 
challenges as time continues to �y by. My prayer is that you will partner 
with us (if you aren’t already doing so) to help us reach the next genera-
tion.  

Blessings, 
Roxana  

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 
as though God were making his appeal 

through us.
We implore you on Christ’s behalf: 

Be reconciled to God.
 2 Corinthians 5:20

2017 Scripture Verse

A Christmas Stor(e)y
As we have done for many years now, we hosted a special 
Christmas store in early December for qualifying clients. We 
served 40 families comprised of 97 children! Clients were 
able to select from age-appropriate toys for infants, teen-
agers and kids in-between. Moms and dads were able to 
choose a gift for themselves which was either a scarf, 
jumper cables, a lawn chair, or a set of mixing bowls. We are 
grateful for the 34 donors that included individuals, 
churches, and businesses. Thanks so much for making this 
possible! The Christmas Store only happens because you 
give. 

When clients shop, they are given an opportunity to write a 
brief note. Here are some words of thanks from them: 

“Thank you so much for your donations. I wasn’t sure what I was going to get my 
little girl for Christmas but RETA helped me pick out a few age-appropriate gifts 
for her. In Christ…”  

“Thank you so much for helping to bless my family for the 
Christmas season. Thanks for your kindness of giving.”  

“Thank you so much for all of your generous donations! 
They are truly helping our family in tremendous ways! 
Thank you for allowing us to spoil our precious babies. ” 

 “Thank you. This made my year.”  

“Thank you very much for all the great donations so that we may provide Christ-
mas and get to earn it ourselves!”  

“Thank you guys so much. Without RETA, we wouldn’t be 
where we are today. You guys are AMAZING!” 

 “Thank you so much 
for all that you do for 
our family, all during 
the year.”

Darlene Leitz RETA Volunteer



STARS OF THE SCREEN

RETA’s display  
at the Lerner 
Theatre rally 
event.

Rally marchers 
in downtown 
Elkhart.   

Mrs. Harwood 
Goes to Washington
 
On Saturday, January 14, RETA sta� and volunteers participated in 
the 6th Annual Rally and March for Life held at the Lerner Theatre 
in Elkhart, just a few blocks from our o�ces. Je� Fater emceed the 
event again, which was sponsored by Elkhart County Right to Life 
and Holy Innocents Pro-Life Action Group. Tonya Harwood intro-
duced speakers for Silent No More and explained the purpose of 
the group, which gives a voice to women who regret their abortion 
and want to share the truth of their experience. After the rally, all in 
attendance were invited to walk a few blocks through downtown 
and �nish with a group prayer outside the Women’s Care Center, 
which is across the street from Planned Parenthood. 
 

 
 

 

In early October 2016, we had our �rst abortion recovery group 
held in a weekend retreat format. It was a very impactful and life-
changing experience for everyone who was involved. As we antici-
pate additional groups in 2017, it will be helpful to be able to o�er 
both the 14-week and the retreat-style programs. Pray that men 
and women who need to �nd healing after abortion will be 
prompted by the Holy Spirit to get in touch with us. 

Abortion Recovery Support Manager, Tonya 
Harwood, and three others traveled to Washing-
ton, D.C. on January 26-29 to attend the National 
March for Life. They made the trip on a bus with 
another group from Michigan. As always, it was 
a moving and rewarding opportunity to join 
with other men and women who choose to take 
a stand for life. 

Clients In The Spotlight

“Leading Men”
When we hear about a new movie, most of us want to know some details, 
like: What is the story about? Is it a comedy? Romance? War drama? Who is 
the leading man?

We see the need for more “leading men” in our world, and through our 
men’s ministry we are trying to develop more of them. As part of a commu-
nity group this past fall, Je� Fater interacted with people from the county 
prosecuting attorney’s o�ce. When Je� shared about his role at RETA, the 
prosecutor replied, “Every problem in Elkhart County is rooted in needing 
better dads.” He then proceeded to give examples to the group about a 
variety of troubling issues in the area and talked about the urgent need for 
better men in our community. Others in the group wanted to know more 
about RETA, and it was great to have such a positive response.

It is easy—but uncomfortable for some to admit—that the “dots” of poverty, 
crime, unhealthy families, poor school performance (and many more 
concerns) can be connected to the reality of father-absent homes.
 
Please pray that we would have a greater impact on our city, community 
and culture. We believe we can change the culture—one man, and one 
family at a time. Pray that more men and dads would come to RETA to �nd 
parenting help, and that they would be open to the love and truth of Jesus.

Most people love a great love story, 
and we have a new one to tell you 
about.  Our O�ce Administrator, 
Rhonda Fox, recently underwent a 
special and important change – to 
her last name!  On December 21, 
2016, she married her �ancé, John 
Feathers.  The couple took their 
vows surrounded by family in a 
small service here in the RETA lobby 
- the place she �rst met John when 
he came to volunteer for a RETA 
special event.  She had actually 
been told about this single man 
from a volunteer’s church a year 
before they met, but declined the 
invitation to be set up.  When he 
called to volunteer, she �gured out 
who he was and invited him to RETA 
for a tour…and as the saying goes, 
the rest is history.  Please pray for 
them as they begin to merge their 
lives to follow the Lord together!

We continue to see the Lord work to provide health and safety through 
our First Choice Medical program including our mobile unit. One recent 
client had had previous miscarriages. She was encouraged by Mariah 
Chupp to seek additional medical counsel as to why this may have hap-
pened. She did so and found some helpful information. After her most 
recent conception, she came back to RETA and an ultrasound revealed 
she was having twins! She is now seeing a doctor who specializes in 
high-risk pregnancies, so her chances are much better of carrying these 
babies to full-term. We ask for prayers for these babies and the family. 
This is one example of how the early ultrasound we provided and the 
important follow-up care she received was so important. 

We are looking for volunteer nurses as well as volunteer sonographers, 
so please get in touch if you are interested in serving in this way. 
We are also planning to develop a miscarriage support group for those 
who have endured this di�cult experience. Pray for wisdom as we 
prepare for this, and for those who need this connection.

We are looking for an indoor space to store the mobile (for free), or for 
underwriting to cover our current rental cost of$1,100 for 4 months. The 
unit is 31’ by 12’ by 8’; please get in touch if you can help. 

The mobile is seeing activity four days a week now. We park on CR 6 in 
Elkhart near Walmart on Mondays, on Nappanee St. in Elkhart near Taco 
Bell & Long John Silvers on Tuesdays, in Nappanee near Eastlake Fitness 
on Wednesdays and in Goshen at Maple City Chapel near Culver’s and St. 
John the Evangelist Catholic Church next to Chase bank on Thursdays.

One of our long-term clients, Brandi, sat down with Je� to talk about 
her experience at RETA. Brandi is a believer, and sta� says she is seen 
as a kind of leader at Mother’s Club, for her participation and example. 
She has 9 children, ranging from 6 months to 22 years old, and is a 
married, stay-at-home mom. She has been involved with RETA for 12 
years. She primarily goes to Mothers’ Club, and brie�y came for Earn 
While You Learn. With her children’s schedules, “it is not easy to coordi-
nate coming to classes.”

Brandi said she has stayed involved over the years for “the support and 
friendships” with other moms. She also appreciates the spiritual 
aspect that is provided. She named long-term volunteer, Connie 
Grove, who coordinates Mothers’ Club, as a great in�uence. Brandi told 
a few stories about how Connie has given great encouragement and 
advice, especially with family issues.
 
Over time, Brandi has noticed a few changes at RETA. One she men-
tioned is the way moms now sit during Mothers’ Club. They are at a big 
table instead of many small ones. She said this allows for more com-
munity and “helps more people to be included in what is going on” 
and to be involved. She sees that the group dynamics and people’s 
relationships with each other are better. She loves the craft activities 
and the fellowship and fun that come out of that. She also appreciates 
when good speakers come and share valuable information for the 
moms. 

Brandi says her family has been very blessed by RETA. She said she 
feels the support and that “even sta� who are not connected to Moth-
ers’ Club” are friendly and available to her, even if it’s just a phone call. 
She appreciates the relationships here, and said that at RETA, “you 
mean something to somebody.”

Brandi said that people who support and donate to RETA should know 
that “lives are really impacted, families are bettered.” Whether it is help 
with potty training or discipline, or a pregnancy test, there is a positive 
end result. Brandi said “RETA is an organization that is there for moth-
ers and fathers, no matter what kind of help they need—with their 
baby, or a religious conversation.” She said at RETA there is “teaching 
and not just handouts.” Praise the Lord for how He changes lives and 
strengthens families!

 A couple of Je�’s clients and their babies.  

Have you heard about the new game experience for the whole family or a group of 
friends? It can be found around the 
country and around Michiana. It is 
called  Escape Room, and in early 
December we hosted one in our build-
ing. It was designed for fun, but it also 
served as a mini-fundraiser. Thanks to 
those who came, RETA was the bene�-
ciary of $1,000.00! This event was 
organized by Mark Chupp, the creative, 
puzzle-making husband of our Nurse 
Manager, Mariah Chupp. The Escape 
Room has a theme and story to it (the 
one here was Crazy Cat Lady), and the 
players have to �nd clues to solve 
puzzles and “escape” the room. There 
may be another event like this in a few 
months, so watch our Facebook page 
for details, or give us a call if you would 
be interested in coming.

The Great Escape

You may have noticed that the titles of our stories this newsletter are 
related to movies and TV. We did this to make the connection to the 
silent auction that will be part of this year’s Annual Fundraising 
Dinner. The auction theme is Classic Movies and TV and we are grate-
ful that many donors have already provided interesting pieces to be 
part of it. We hope you can be part of this special evening. 
There are some signi�cant changes for this year’s dinner that we want 
to make clear:
• It will be held on Thursday, March 9. The event has been on 
Friday for many years, so please note the change.

• It will be held at the RV/MH Hall of Fame in Elkhart, 21565 
Executive Parkway. Doors open at 5:30, and the dinner and program 
will begin at 6:30. In the recent past, Maple City Chapel in Goshen has 
graciously hosted the event, but we are outgrowing the space there!

• Our featured speaker is Abby Johnson, an advocate for life and 
former Planned Parenthood clinic director. Here is what a former RETA 
intern now working at a pregnancy center in Ohio had to say about 
Abby:

 “I don't know how she could be topped. Honestly, she was one of the 
most engaging, funny, insightful speakers I've ever heard. She was 
poised and appropriate in her presentation. She captivated the audi-
ence, and I think we were all laughing, crying, and deep in thought at 
one point or another.”

Dinner And A Movie

Please Purchase Seats By February 27th.
We expect a large crowd, Feb. 27th is our cut o�.

   
$25 per person or sponsor a table of eight for $200

Register online at www.retaforlife.com
By Email: rhonda@retaforlife.com 

Or call 574-522-3888

Fundraising Dinner & Silent Auction

Celebrating Life

THURSDAY
March 9, 2017

Doors Open / Silent Auction 5:30pm

Dinner & Program 6:30pm

Rv/MH Hall Of Fame

21565 Executive Parkway-Elkhart, IN 46514

Sponsored in Part By:

Main Street Co�ee House-Nappanee
Dogwood Hills Tree Farm-Middlebury

Emcee: Valerie Lowe
Award winning journalist and Harvest Show Host

featuring: Abby Johnson 
An advocate for life who once was the clinic director of a Planned Parenthood.

Love Story


